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A Voice From North Carolina

HERE is a real pleasure in giving space
on this page to-day to the chant of a
North Carolinan friend who, perhaps, is
worrying and grieving still over a Thanks-
giving Day incident, Naturally, under such
circumstances, he looks around for such stray
crumbs of comfort as fell from the table at
the Thanksgiving feast, and It must be ad-
mitted that he has picked up enough to make
a very respectable meal
Who will begrudge him its complete en-
joyment? No loyal Virgintan, certainly, for
in this State we want everybody to be as
happy as the circumstances permit. Sing
on, Tarheel “Reader.” We like to hear the
harmonies you evoke.
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Addresa all |

| tial election.

———

the effect of making naturalization a more
important procedure than it bas been re-
garded In the past, although conditions are
better to-day 'in this respect than they were,
let us say; ten years .ago. . Amerjcan cltizen-
ship Is of rather more conséquence than mem-
bership in a secret soclety, for exumple. And
vet it has been, and still is, infinitely easler
to become an American citizen than it is to
become affillated with the average lodge.
ERF—— = —————
Economy Democracy’s Watchword

HAIRMAN SPARKMAN, of the House
Rivers and Harbors Grommittes, as re-
ported in a dispatch from Washington, will
discuss with the President this week the
framing of the next rivers and harbors Dbill
‘The President, according to the dispatch, ‘‘is
understood to be desirous that only urgently
necessary projects be provided for in the
bill."” 3

This understanding of the matter prob-
ably does Mr. Wilson no more than justice,
and the country generally and the Demo-
cratie parly particularly wlll support his
stand. This is not the time for rolling the
pork barrel. At this and the next session of
Congress the Ddmoeratic party will be on
trial. Before us, in 18916, looms a presiden-
Economy should be the watch-
word of the nation, just as it is of Indivi-
dual, city and State.

Beeause of the reduetion in the national
income, caused by the European war, it has
been necessary to raise by new taxation
$100,000,000. The masses of the people are
beginning to-day to pay these taxes, although
some of them already are in effect. The
dissatisfaction certain to be caused would
assume the proportions of a political revolt,
under the aggravation of reckless expendi-
tures by a Democratic .Congress.

To loyal Democrats, convinced of the wis-
dom and beneficence of party principles and
the necessity of party success in the next
general election,. the rumors of pork-barrel
legislation that come from Washington wear
the Uvery of political folly and political
shame. Only partisan Republicans will be
pleased by the spectacle of the Democracy
engaged in deliberately cutting its own
throat,

|
|

Look Out! This Is the Day!

E just a little careful, respected sir, where |
you throw the newspaper that you have
finished reading, or the fragments of the
letter you have destroyed! And you, dear
madam, be watchful lest your servant dump |
ashes or trash into the streets! This is the |
day of days in the Street Cleaning Depart- |
ment's calendar, when, according to official '
announcement, the ordinance aimed at the
practices above indicated actually is going tn]
be enforced. ;

It is true that we should not require the!
restraint of the policeman's watchful eye and |
commanding volce and, in direful prospect,
terrifylng hand falling in retribution on our
shoulder, to compel our obedienc2 to so salu-
tary a sdtatute. It appears, however, that
restraint of this character s required, and!
to-day and from now on the declaration is,
that it will be provided.

Richmond should welcome it, as a step in
the right direetion. It ought not to be tooi
much to hope that after the city government !

unofficial publie, in this matter of keeping
the streets clean in appearance and fact, re-

Leaving the Fighting to Others

HE disgust that patriotic Englishmen feel
for the professional football players,
who have refused to respond to their coun-
try's call for men, lg ensily understood in this
country, Here are men already in fit physi-
cal condition to engage in active fighting, who
persist in public exhibitions of that bodily ef-
ficiency they should be displaying at the
front. No wonder their countrymen feel
ashamed and humiliated by such a spectacle!
That it destroys a large proportion of a
country’'s strongest and most high-spirited
sons, leaving the relatively weak in mind and
char .cter to ecarry on government and com-
merce and repopulate an exhausted land, has
usually been felt to be one of war's greatest
tragedies. If any large proportion of the
athletes of England are like these foothall
players, who stay placidly at home while
their brothers are dying abroad, lhe old
judgment will have to be revised.

Do Your Christioas Mailing Early

N OT only should the people of Richmond

do their Christmas shopping early, but,
as The Times-Dispateh has urged before,
they should do thelr Christmas maliling early.
Postmaster ®iorntén has made several sug-
gestions, compliance with which will faetli-
tate the work of the office during the ap-
proaching holidays, but it is sale to say that
the best help the public can give is to mail
parcels & week or more In advance of Christ-
mas Day.

What is said in bLehalf of the Post-Office
Department applies with equal foree, of
course, 1o packages sent by express. In
either case, they may be marked “Not to Be
Opened Before Christinas,” and the spirit of
the occasion thus will be preserved, *

The movement to relleve the stress and
strain under which postal and express em-
ployes work has kept pace in the last year
or two wiih the early shopping movement.
Both are well worth keeping in mind,

American Citizenship Should Be Guarded

HE arrest in London of persons suspected

' of being German epies who cirry
American passports has directed attention to
our loose system of issuing these documents,
although each passport is an attestation by
this country that the person to whom it has
been issued Is what he pretends to be, and
has behind him the proteeting might of the
Amerlean people. How many of these certifi-
cates of American citizenship—-for that is just
what passports are—have been granted to per-
sons not entitled to them, nobhody knows or will
ever know. The number may be large. The
precautions that should have been observed
in igsuing them have been disregarded. for
many yeurs hoth by officials in this country
and by many consuls abroad.

50 Jong us the world was at peace the
existence of this undesirable condition re-
celved no attention, because it was unknown
to the general public, although in some quar-
ters it must have been suspected. Now that
there is a great war being fought, however,
we have the thoroughly distasteful experi-
ence of learning that official easy-goingness
has enabled spies to operate under the cloak
of a passport from the United States of
America. Stern warnings have been given
by the State Department against a continu-
ance of this laxness, and {1 {s probable that,

for a time ?;f least, few passports will be
igsued ef;-.rl fe those that have a right to
ibhem

g ---'._'I:h'ﬁ'ﬂp.v trouble will probably also have

moving, as it were, the mote that now dis-
torts the public vision, it may find time to
give attention to.its own’ beam.

In the meantime, corner receptacles for
the waste paper that must not be thrown
into the streets certainly should be provided.
The Times-Dispatch is convinced that they
will promote enormously the success of the
current experiment in municipal optics.

Colonel Powell's Advancement

HOQRTLY before the adjournment of Con-
gress, a bill that had been introduced

by Senator John Sharp Williams, providing
for the advancement of Colonel Junius L.
Powell, a well-known and distinguished Con-
federate veteran ‘from this city, and now a
i retired officer of the United States Army, of
more than thirty years' service, to the grade
of brigadier-general on the retired list, was
favorably reported by the Military Commit-
tee,; and subsequently passed by the Senate
without a dissenting volce. [t then went
aver to the Hounse, and in regular order was
referred to the Military Committee of that
body, but no action was taken on the bill be-
fore adjournment. Its merit 1s foreibly set
forth in a strong indorsement by the War
| Department, recommending favorable con-
:uidemllon by Congress, and it was hoped by
1 Colonel Powell's friends that the action taken
by the Senate, aside from the intrinsic merit
tof the bill itself, would be sufficient to in-
gure carly actlon by the House. Congress
will soon reconvene, and, inasmuch as Col-

ounel Powell Is the only ex-Confederate on
the rolls of the army, it is believed that
every Virginia Representative, as well as
others from the South, will be moved to
{take an active interest in promoting the
early passage of the bill. Congressman

James Huy, of the Seventh Virginia District,
ig chairman of the Military Committee, and
the friends of Colonel Powell look to this
fuct us an auspicious clreumstance.

e e e

General Von Moltke, former chief of the

| German general studl, is8 now said Lo have
| been imprisoned et the Kaiser's order., Pre-
lvinus!y he had been reported, at different
| times, desperately ill, mentally unbalanced

jand a Christian Scientist. If that last de-
| seription is correct, he will have abundant

| opportunity to try the absent treatment on
the allies' armies.

Germany has paid Luxemburg $37,500 for
the free passsgeway of its army corps across
jthe territory of the grand «duchy. Luxem-
. burg, evidently, was for sale al bargain rates,
{ The fines levied on a small Belglan town
[ would more than pay the freight,

A New Ilaven company is reported to be
bullding 200 aeroplanes for use in the Buro-
pean war. Thie certainly ought to make pros-;
perity go up.

It s no use for the Colorado conl mine situ-
ation to pout; it must now make a noise like
a problem in process ol solulion,

Although they admit that it may not be
the Kaiser's war, the allies elaim that 1t will
be the Kaiser's finish.

When Sunta Claus gets to Belgian he had
better be careful. The Germans, as a military
necessity, may commaudeer his reindeer,

Your Uncle Samuel is not averse to a bil
of an argument, hut he does not butt into
private fights,

. The queer difference hetween an uplifter
and a calamity howler is that tlrere isn't any.

" SONGS AND SAWS |
lie’a Hnppy, Andhow.

\{ We moy not Hike the ebb and

tlow
Of politice In Mexico—
Wo can’'t be sure just whaot
will hap,
But one thing’s plain as plaln
| can be:
It's easy for the world to

co i
That Villa doesn’t care a

rap.
Sy

The Pennlmingt Snys: :
Perhaps.I'in wrong, but it seems likely to me

that the Clhristmas turkey will be served with
a Tartar dressing. s

Ambiguonun,
He—How protty Mles Oldgirl is looking this
evening!
She—TYes, isn't slie?

Why she fooks llke a
perfect work of art. ;

Turning Away Wrath.

Irate Contributor—What do you mean by
destroving all the lterary excellence of that
contribution 1 sent you? -

Diplomatie LZditor—Well, T'11 tell you. 'You
see, we have to preserve the morale of our
regular stalf, and if we printed anything too
good they might become discouraged and resign.

Unegunaled Advaniage.

“Say, dadq!"

“Shoot! I'm listening.”

“Why are golf profcssionals always Spoteh ™

“Because thoir nativily and home training
make them®the best judges of the grticle that
adds a new joy to victory and tuakes the:sting
off defeat.”

Getling Ready.
Grubbs—Have you begun to think of the New
Yenr resolutlons you will make?
Stubbs—Somewhat, I have beoen looking over
my bankbook, and have about declded not to buy |
any geold bonds, Umousines, grand pianos or
porterhouse steaks.

A Lnpse Forgiven,
The Weather Man has gravely errad
And mixed tht dates he should remember;
Ile's sent some early Aprll days
To gmile on us In bleak December,

But we forgive him his mistalke—
Indeed, we hope he will repeat jt—
. Of wenther he provides just now,
I'en cynles swear 'tis hard to beat I,
THE TATTLER.

Chats With Virginia Editors

It will not surprise Editor PPalmer, of the Em-
poria Messenger, in the least should ex-Presi-
dent Roosevelt eventually allgn himself with
the Democratic party. He says: “Colonel Roose-
velt has declired very recently that he never
agnin will amliate with the Republican party.
A number of the leaders of the Progressive
party llkewlse declare they have left the Repub-
lleans forever, and announce their intention of
falling In behind Woodrow Wilson two vears
hence. WIIl the Colonel go that far?' As they
say In worrled Mexlco, “"Qulen snbe?' But in
his present frame of mind Itoosevelt feels that
ho 1s the Thomus W. Lawson of American pol-
fties, belleving In hhinself, and alone in his
bellef,

The Lynchburg News is unalterably against
Zapatn for I'resldent of Mexlco. Here Is o part
of the printable opinlon the Newna has of the
several-times candidate for the belt and title
of champlon heavyweight lberator of Mex-
leo: “Of nll the Mexican leaders, Zapata 1s sald
to be the most blood-thirsty, vindietlve and
lawless. He loves to kill, and torture is as

has effected a complete reformation of the !ordinary to him as It was to those bellevers

in the Inqulisition In the olden dava of Spaln.
He has hanged, murdered and burned old ladles
with kerosene all over Southern Mexico., Un-
less tho News hes heen inlsled by campalgn
canards, Zapatn surely 'has a record that will
count against him at the polls, But “old ladles
with kerosenc" should keep their oil cans out
of the toreh.

The
sult,

rowpurt News Press persiasts In the pur-
saying: “It cost 13111 Sulzer nearly $4,000
to make his last campaign, Bill still has hls
finnnelal friends." At any rate, Four-Thou-
sund-Dollar Bill Sulzer sounds more dignified
‘than “S8ame Old BilL"

Says the Blackstone Courler; “Some one Sug-
gests Teddy for DPresident of Mexico. We
thought the policy of thia country towards Mex-
ico was one of benevolence.” We may poke fun
ut Teddy ad lib,, but the fact that the silence of
Theopdore exeltes the interest of the country

more than the utterances of o regiment of
Republican orators grows more and more -
pressive.

The Voice of the People

Criticizen Sireet Cleaning Methodas.

To the Editor of The Timos-Dispatch:
Sir,—I1f the Street Cleaning
cnly thirty-tive men to clean 200 mlles of streets,
will you kindly Inform me why cléven men are
put to olean one block? This Is not a matter
of hearsgny. 1 have seen il with my own c¢yes,
Only a few duys ago, on Henry Street, near
Frankling, T saw four men swecping away at
one plle of dirt. The strect was unpaved, and
had not been sprinkled, of course, and o elond
of dust was fiving Into the open windows of the

house on the southenst corner of the strest.
Mr. Cohn says that n great deal of the dust
in the clty 8 due to the fact that eitizens allow

gprinkling them. Have you ever noticed the|
street cleancrs at work? Searcely a gill of
witer Is allowed to fall from the sprinkling

machines on each square yard of the street they

are c¢loaning., 'The dirt in the street is not
lvosenad, and the revolving brushes ralse only
n cloud of dust without actunlly cleaning the

stroot at all,

I am a member of the board of the ietter
Housing Assoolntion, which succended in having
an ordinance passed by the city government
ordering a fine to be imposcd upon those who
throw trash into the street and recommending
the purchase of proper receptaclea for (his
trash,  This ordinance has never been enforced,
amd the Street Cleaning Department has taken
no nolice of it

That “educated public sentiment” which, yon
urgoe edltorially, is needed to keep the streels
clean In Richmond will not amount o o row of
plus, 50 long as the present methods of cleaning
are aliowed to obtain in the EHtreet Cleaning
Department.  When 4 woman engages u servant
to do housework, she gete one who knowa how
to elean, The street cleaners do not kuow how
to elenn, and they wure never taught. They are
merely handed brooms and told (o go to work,
and, working behind a aprinkllng machine that

deasn't sprinkle and a vevolving brush that does

Hitle but revolve, they add thelr clonds of dust
to the gencral Saharan efect. 17 1 might make
A sugrestion, it is that “public sentiment” should
require tho head of the Street Cleaning Depnrt-
ment Lo ohange his methods.  Untll e doas,
Rlehmond will continue to be thoe dirtlest city
in the United States,
AN INTERESTED NEADBRR.
Richmond, November 30, 1014,
The Virginin-Carollnn Foothall Gume,

To the Fditor of The Times-Dispnteh:

Sir,—Apropos of our annual foothall defeat at
the hands of your Virginin Unlversity, 1T wish
to submit a fow observatlons, which, while
acknowledging  Carolina’s  inferiority  in  the
football line, yvet I wish to polnt out n fow of

North Cuarclina’s efaims to superiority over
Virginia. In the first place, at thg progent time,
there are bul few States In thé natlen that
outrank North Carolina in the administration
of the government under tho nation's great
President, Woodrow Wilson., North Carolina
to-day sits near the head of the table with
the foliowing distingulshoed sons fMlling these
high-class positions,  viz: Walter H. Page,

ambassador to Great Tritaing Josephus Daniels,
Seeretary of the United States Navy; Henntor
Simmona, chairman of the Flnance Committeo
and ceanthar of the Miderwood-Simmons . tarifr
law; Senator Overman, chalrman of the Fules

Department has'

| doublless the hope of Washington that Carranza
thelr servants to sweep the payvemoents \\'Ithaul] p ¢ n

Sy - [ [ P L 1 nird FATLS
, Committes and chairman® of the Lobby Investi-
gating Committee; Claude IKltchin, soon to be
successor to Oscar Underwood, chalrman of the
House Ways and Means Committee; B, Y. Webb,
chalrman of ‘the Judiclary Committes; W. H.
Osborn, Commissloner of the United States
Internal Revenue; B. J. Hale, minister to Costa
IRtlca; R. B. Glenn, member of the Canadian
Boundary Commisslon, and E. J. Justice, an
asslstunt attornoy<general. And then our State
outranks Virginia (n population and in the pro-
ductlon of cotton, corn, tobacco, and, as to
cotton mills, we have hundreds, where you have
dozens. We are far ahead of you also in furni-
ture factorles. You are ahead of us In olties,
but we have some places that are fast coming
to the front—Charlotte, Winston-Balem, Wilm-
Ington, Durham, Raleigh, Asheville and Greens-
boro. Finally, the Tarheol State has some  of
the most beautiful mountaln scenery In this
broad land. The late Judge Kolly, of Pennsyl-
vania, said that “North Carollna way the moat
beautiful country his eyes had ever boheld.'
And while; we' lament our football inferfority,
we point with pride to the old North State's
fchievements, and here's hoping that we miy
yet bulld up a team that will outmatch our
(riendly adversary, the Unlversity of Virginia.
READIER.

Greensboro, N. C., November 28, 1814,

War News Fifty Years Ago

(From the Rlchmond Dispnteh, Deo, 1, 1864.)

The Mttle ecxcitement that was created In
Chesterfield County by the operations of Pickett's
men againgt the negro troops of the Federal
army dled out yesterday, and there was again
the announcement “nothing dofug on the front.”

The only thing of intcrest that comes from
Petershurg Is that there has been for tho past
two days very heavy pleket firlng at night by
the Federals. This, firing at certaln hours is
kept up so Ineessantly as (o leave the lmpres-
slon that a real gkirmish js going on, but there
has been nothilng of the kind, ‘and it Is now
understood that Lhe enemy in dolng the much
shooting to Intimldate deserters from their
ranks and, If possible, put a stop to sv much
desertion.

The report comes from Georgin that General

Wheeler's cavalry has had two lively fights
\}'lth the cavalry of CGeneral Kilpatrick, of
Sherman's army, and that in the second fight

Wheeler bested Kilpatrick, and in the hasty
retreat of the IFuoderals Kllpatrick's hat was
captured, but, unfortunately, the famous Bon-
vral's head wans not In it

Genaral Wayne, of the Georgia State troops,

I8 stlll holding the enemy in check near Oconee,
in.  According to reports recelved at the War

well, especially the cadets, who aect with nll
the bravery and dash of trained Confederate
voterans.

A pgentleman just from Atlanta reporis that
all of the business houses‘on four of the prin-
clpal streets of that city have been burned by |
the Fedorals. The Atlanta Hotel, the largest
house of entertainment in the clty,  hans been
destroyed, .

Another report from Atlanta says that the

Department, General Wayne's men are fighting | [

-
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One of the Day's Beat Cartoons,
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=From the Indlanapolls News.

DISEASE IN VIRGINIA SCHOOLS

From the Virginin Journal of Hducatlon,

‘The Journal is no extremist, but it
belleves  thdat the tiime hax come
when! medleal Inspeetion of schools

Foderals, In order to make n big conflagration
of the passenger depot In that eity, plled In all|
of thelr old wagons and whatever elase of plunder!
they wished to get rid of and sot fire to the
whole. The combinatlion made an immense fire, |
which the Yankees seemed to enjoy very much.

In the House of Representatives of the Con-
faderate Congress yeaterday, on motion of Mr.
Adkins, of Tennessee, Genoras Joseph E. John-
ston was unanimously Invited to n privileged
seat in the House durlng his visit In Richmond.

Major-General Robert Ransom and stalf have

arrived at Charleston. The genernl will nssume
command there.

The Richmond Chrilstian Advoeate will not be
ramoved to Lynchburg, as had been proposed,
but Its publieation will he continued here, and
Rev. James A. Dunean will remaln the editor.

Mrs, Freeman, the wifa of William Freeman,
a Confederate soldier of Forsythe County, N. .
rocently gave birth to three bouncing boys, nmj
all are alive and dolng well.

Current Editorial Comment

The government has 1fted the

Vigllance ]rh'n ntocllc quarantine—invoked n
iy eW. weeks ago bLecause of the
Price of ¢, "nd mouth dlsease—trom
Safety 1llinols, Wlisconsin  and lowa.

From other States come reports
which Indicate that the plague has about been
put under control. Five times the foot and
mouth disease has broken out In thia country,
and run a more or less Inenacing course. The
experience of this year has been the worst, in
thut the disense was moro wlidely scattered than
ever Lefore. But the vigorous efforts of the

Federal authorities in co-operation with the
Htated have accomplished wonders by way of
suppression,  Relentless slaughter of infectod

unimnls, plus the most rigla quarantine, has once
more heen proved the effective means of con-
trolling epldemics of this kind. The only thing
that now remains to be cleareq up satlsfactorily
Is how the disease could have become o wlde-
fipread bhefore detectlon. The government and
the States haye shown that they can control
such an epidemic even after It Eels o tremendous
lend,  The experlence had with the foot and
mouth dlsease should emphasize, however, the
need of morve watchfuliress, especially al the
ereat estoclk centres which miay, It is seen
become centres of infection.—Baltimore News, ?

The Carranza occupation of

Hoping for Vera Cruz savors of opera
Exit of bouffe, Towever, thls port is

T the gateway through which a

Carranza pretender may emerge with more

or less of dignity, and leave his
countiy for his country's good, In trus Glbertian
fashion., 1f we had stayed there, the gateway
would have been closed. It Is open now. There
are plenty of ships to take Carranza elsewhere,
and he may get some consolation from a meot-
Ing, outslde Mexleo, with Victorlane Huertn, or
Porfirio Dlaz, who have preceded him, It is

will stay, not upon the ordeyr of his going, but
|l_:0 at once. Washington has manifostly favored
| Villa, not in the convletion, perhaps, that Villa
{1& more virtuous than the other nspirants {o
| bower, but in the bellef that he had enough of
strength to  command popular support, and
secure qulet and prder. Whethar hie has or not,
is & question that only time ecan determine.—
BErooklyn Bagle.

The Bright Side of Life

Thelr Choler.

When I, H. Sothern and Julin Marlowe were
playing In . Western city lasl season, n rurnl
couple stepped up to the box office, and tho
man said: :

“Playin' Bhakespearo here, they tell me.”

"“Yes, sle,” replicd the ticket seller,

"\What's the show to-night{"

“'As You Like IL'"

“Wall, that's what I ¢all accommodatin’,”
sabd the native. “Seeln' as you give us our
thoice, mother and me'll take ‘Romeo and
Jullet,!! "—Chicago Dally Nows,

i s
ENfeminnte, 1

Some thne ngo the Smiths atlended a recep-
tion whero they met a man named Brown., On
the way home, while exchanging opinions of
tiie guests, Brown was mentloned.

“Hpeaking of that man, Brown,” vigorously
romarked Smith, “he certalnly has an effominate
way of talking.”

“Why, John!"' was the wondering rejoinder of
Mrg, Smith, “How can you say that? He ocer-
rlninly has n very loud and masculine volea,”

“"Yes. 1 know ho has"” explained Smith, “but
whnt 1 mean Is that he talks all the time—
[ Philadelphin Telegraph.

{

L Clever Precautlon,
Mike—Begorra, an' 1 had to go through the
woods the other night where Cnsey wnas mur-
thered last year, an' that they say Is haunted,
an', bedad! I wallked backwnard the whole wiy,
Pat--An' what for wuz yo after doin' that?
Mlike—T'aith, man, go that T'could see If any-
thing wuz comIn’ up behind me,—Tit-Dits,
A Chicken Thief Wrote Vorke,
After cleaning out g ehlckon coop in Blrming-
ham, Aln., the chicken thier 1oft the followlng
note:  “Lord, have merey on, my soul, how
many chickens have T stole, last night and the
night before, coming hacb{ to-night and get
twenty-five more: remember,’ coming back to-
night."—Indianapolis News.

, sands of Ite future citizens.

should be made compulgory in Vir-
ginla. The necessity for the move has
bocome too apparent for delay. ‘I'he
stoge for argument has passed., Qur

people shiould be forced to meet a con-
dition which menaces every home fn
the State, and which daily threatens
the lives and health of tens of thou-
Data In
support of thle charge Is not lacking.
In a recent issue of the Virginia Health
TRulletin, Lthe following startling facts
ure revealed:

To ascertunin precisely what were tho
physlenl defects of children In altend-
ance on #chool, many of which were
lacking In sanltation, Investigntors re-
cently examined all the puplls of the
forty-nine schoola of a typleal Vire-
ginia  county, Careful inspection
showed the following results:

The cyes of 21.5 per cent of the chll-
dren were defective, and of 6.1 per cent
serlously defective,

The henring of 7.5 per ecnt of the
children waa faully.

The tonslls of one-third of the chil-
dren and the atlenolds of 24.7 per cent
were -enlnrged,

Thirty-one percentage of the chil-
dren and noge trouble.

The permanent teeth of T8 per cent
and the firet teeth of 42 per cent of the
children were defective.

Elghteen and n half per cent of the
children had onlarged glandg, :

Almost one-third of the puplls (31.2
per cent) were poorly nourished.

One c¢hild In every six (17.5 per eent)
was ahnormally pale,

The lungs of 3.7 per cent of the chil-
dren were Involved.

Aboul twenty por cent (10.65) of the
children had hookworm disense,

In order that the full foree and
meaning of this erisis may be under-
#tood, the Journal {s disposed to malke
the figures from Orange County np-
plicable to the Btate al large, This
course iz cortainly justifiable, In vlew
of the fact that Orange |s reckoned
among tho healthlest countles of the
Btate. It Is certainly above the aver-
age; therefore it 1a pssuredly safe to
treat [t as p practical mean. “The sit-
uation disclosed In this country,” says
the health officers, “here described, is
not unusually bad. If it differs from
the average, it is rather above than
below, for the county inspected was
one whose schoola huve been making
notable progress during the past few
YOATS, But with the knowledge of
such conditions and with the prospect
of even worse thinga in other coun-
tiew, It Is high tlme that every school
board and every teacher in the
Commonwealth was ostir for improve-
ments, We have no right as a people
to gqubject our children, the wards of
Virginia, to such dangers as they face
in many of our rural schools. We
must change conditions for thes beot-
ter.! There are 428,000 chlldren en-
rolled In the schools of the Hinte. Ap-

L

plylng the Orange County percentage
to these figures wo find, the followlng
Incredible results: 1

Dofectivo oy¥eB. i icuiivaiannss
Serlously defective eyes.......
Foulty honrIng.....vieie00ses
Tonalls enlarged..............
Adenolds enlorged.............
Noso Lrouble.....ovevrnssisss
Permanent teeth defective....
First teeth defective....,.....
Enlargerd glands........vieees
FPoorly nourished.......civeees
Abnormally pale,....
Lung Involved......oc002000.,. 10,8206
Hookworm disease............ #4302

These figurea are sinister enough, bui
when we consider the total number of
héalth troubles among these 425000
children, we are liternlly staggered,
They amount to 1,342,685! These In-
credible fligures are better understood
when It Is remembered that_probably
the vast majority of the affected chil-
dren have—per capltn—fromi two (o
four of the health troubles mentloned.
But the outstanding result |s enouglh’
Discount the flgures ig we may—imake
allownnees here and exceptions thore——
refute, disclalm and deny—yet enough
of horror remains to shock the coi-
eclence of the State from centre to  cii-
cumferencet  Over 1,300,000 forms of
digense umong the 400,000 school chii-
dren of the Htate! Cut the Ngures in
hulf and then let ua face the situption
in sllence if wo can!

The majority of these troubles are
curable—Iif tiken In time. Several ure
ratal If neglected. All ure aggravatcd
by delny. The school ehildren are help-
less, the teachers aure nlmost ns help.
lesg, and the vast majority of the par-
culs are either lgnornnt or eareless,

What s the: remedy, and how shall
it be applied?

Medieal Inspection of all the schouls
followed up promptly by medical treat-
ment. The cost?

Let the State, the counties and citles
provide the cost, just ns they would
provide It In case of cpldemles among
hogs, cattle and sheop!

Loudoun County hns already worked
out the problem with medieal help
from the Htate. What she has donc
many other countles can do. In poorer
mections, the State should come to the
rescue and supply half or threc-fourths
of the necessary funds., ‘The mutter
ahould he treated as an omergency
moeasture and denlt with promptly  and
effectively. As this lssue will always
bLe one of vital importance, tho Journel
would suggest that the State moke n
suitable auppropriation for medleal in-
gpection, and then require the countles
and eities to supplement it sufficlently
to safeguard the health of the ehll-
dren. There should Le no local pption
feature about the matter. The Inspec-
tion should be compulsory, and should
Include every child of school age In
the Htnte, whether in or out of the
gchools. The health of 600,000 childre:n:
Is  endangered—the relief wmeasures
should be aweening and Immediate.

82,020
21,820
32,100
142,867
106,714
132,080
245,240
179,760
70,150
138,630
74,900
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| PLEA FOR HELP FOR STRICKEN MEXICO

To the Editor of The Times-Dispatoh:

Sir,—The «day the Christmas ghip
sailed with Ita eargo of good cheer
for the war-stricken countries of Eu-

rope, n little company of Mexleans ne-
sembled In o toewn near the interna-
tlonnl bouwmlary and lIssued an appanl
ndaressed “To the Ameriean Yeople
anid ‘Cheir Wxalted Aunthorities!

It was a plea for work rfor the men,
and bread for their women and chil-
dren, and is the Arst ory for help that
haa ever come from this stoieal and
long-suffering people.

It wns printad in an obgcure paper,
and in the natural ecourse of events
could nol have carrled far; but n copy
feli Into my hands, and 'since then
ithe closing worde have sounded In my
ears, giving me no rest day nor night:
“Trabajo! Justiela! Pan!" (Work! Jua-
tice! Hroad!) At lust I have decided
to pass iL on Lo edltors in the Unlted
Stales, who are able to send It Lo the

uttermost parts of the land, and sece
what answer the American pocaple
have to make,

The conditlons in ISurope,, which

shock the clvillzed world, have oxisted
here againat our borders for four
yoars, unconsldered. Magxico (s pon-
pled with widows and orplhians, and
famine Is In the land. At first it
renched us only ns & rumor from re-
mote places, but now it is presont In
our midst, on both gides of the Rio
Grande. One sees it dolly, in emaci-
ated forms, shrunken cheeks, tightly
drawn akin and burning oves. It (s
in tho faces of women, old men and
little children. Many have diled on
Ameorioan soll durlng the pngl year,
ostonsibly from obscure diseascs, but
aotunlly from starvation, and there
are hundrads of ohildren who have
never had sumMelent food in their piti-
ful little ilves, That Is the. heart-
Lrenking tragedy In it all—the un-
smliling littlo childrén, who sit sllently
by the doors of huts through the long
hours of lohg days. The sound of
lughter and  playing children has
been stilled in Mexico. | H
Theps people have endured much
in silence, but now has been reached
even ‘the eénd of their stolelam, and

from the east, the west, the noith
and the south domes n cry of bread
for the slarving,

Thero I8 need for food, and olothes
and medicines, The neod 1s pressing.
Helpless ones are suffering and dying.
There is no time to lose. Arrange-
ments have heén made for the dim-
tribution of supplies through the
Amerlean consulate at this place to
any locality in Mexico, and for tho
Judiclous expenditure of any funids
thiat may be donated.

The destitution Is not confined to
tho lower classcs. Hundreds of doli-
cate, ovarefully-nurtured women nre
enduring untold hardship and eu-
during it with the sllent :courage
which characterizes always women of
that type. Less than a month ago |
met on=the streets of El Paso n Mex-
lean woman, qualified by intelligence,
charactor and culture to adorn any
cirels, Bhe was soliciting  family
washing with which to support hor-
self and three childron,

Chriatmag  Ia  coming! Christmas
In AMexieo! dod help them, and move
to compassion the hearts of happler
ones! f

There aré sad womeén In the United
Atntes  who have little garments
stored ;away somewhere, growing yel-
low with age. Let them remember
the wmothors and babes of Moxico.
Once upon a time T knew aun Americnn
mother, with one little son, who was
the joy of her lifo. HMe wont away
and left only a memory and the pre-
elous garments he had worn, Now i
little Moxioan lad out in Juarer |s
wenring his jackets, a llttle 'Ind whose
father was killed at Torreéon;, al
whose mother died-of privation on
the long march noross the desert to
lhe United States, ,

“To the Anmerlean Paople and Their
Exalted Authorities!”  \What are you
#olng to do about 1t? Christmas is
coming! You who dwell in peacé and
safety, you whoes loved ones are warm
and fed—what {8 your answer to Mex-

1co? % ;
MRS, E. C.- HENDRIN.

American  Consulate, Mata moros,

Mexico, November 26, 1914,




